FLORA AND FAUNA
This is an eco-friendly
garden.
More than 50 bird species,
dragonflies, damselflies
and numerous moths are
regular visitors, as are foxes, badgers, deer, hares and
rabbits.
The Hall’s wildflower areas have evolved in harmony with
the land .
When an unmown area was colonised by the marsh orchid
Dactylorhiza majalis it was decided to nurture smaller areas
of wild flowers. including spearwort and flax, to provide a
visual link with surrounding countryside.
SUNDIAL
Children and adults alike are fascinated by the analemmatic
sundial installed in 2004. This is a horizontal sundial with a
vertical gnomon. The human body takes the place of the
gnomon, so creating the shadow which permits the time to
be told.
OAK AND WILLOW COLLECTION
The most ancient trees on site are two oak trees and
this was a starting point for the oak collection. Spot the
different oak leaves as you walk around the garden.
There is high rainfall here and the wet land is suited to the
Hall’s willow collection.
PLANT HERITAGE
Catherine Penny is a trustee of the
Plant Heritage charity (National
Council for the Conservation of
Plants and Gardens) and has chaired
its North West Group.
The charity’s aim is to conserve
cultivated plants of the United
Kingdom which are in danger of
being lost to future generations.
To learn more about its work and
how you too could become a Plant
Guardian of individual plants see
national website www.nccpg.com
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The gardens open for the National Garden Scheme and other
charities and groups are welcomed by appointment.

See www.duttonhall.co.uk for open garden dates, our roses
list and details of our meeting room facilities.
Dutton Hall, Gallows Lane, Ribchester, Lancashire
PR3 3XX 01254 878254.
Email: info@duttonhall.co.uk Website: www.duttonhall.co.uk

W

elcome to Dutton Hall and gardens.
This historic home dates mainly from
the 17th century. The gardens are a more
recent labour of love.
They have been developed by rose grower
Catherine Penny and her husband Andrew.
Here you will find roses ancient and
modern, including a Plant Heritage National
Collection of Hybrid Musk roses bred by
Pemberton & Bentall.

OUR HISTORY
Dutton Hall
commands
outstanding views
of Lancashire’s
glorious Ribble Valley
countryside.
It is a Grade II* listed
building with notable
architectural features.
The Towneley family built the current hall and records
show they rented land here in the 14th century, when the
rent was recorded as “one red rose”.
In the 1760s they sold to the Rothwell family.
The estate included a water powered mill in
neigbouring woodland, where combs were
manufactured from bone. When the mill closed
in the early 20th century its stone was reputedly
used to build Ribchester Roman Museum.
In 1951 the property was purchased by sitting tenants
the Platt family who sold to the Yates family in 1959. In
1987 Catherine bought the Hall and some of its land,
seeking more land for her rose crop.
Many of the
Hall’s original
features
remained
untouched,
possibly because
the property
was tenanted for
nearly 200 years
and used as a
working farm.
Evidence
indicates an
older building
existed on site which was extended, with its roof raised, to
create the current Hall.
The property has been sympathetically modernised. A
redundant barn has been incorporated into the Hall and an
orangery created from an adjoining disused 1920s’ cattle
shippon.

T

his is a garden to delight the senses.
Fragrant roses, specimen trees and
shrubs and carefully designed landscape
features work in harmony, with enough
horticultural and design surprises to
provide year round interest.
DUTTON HALL GARDEN
Since their marriage in 1998 Catherine and
Andrew have always sought to develop
the garden so it does not conflict with the
surrounding countryside. They have also
ensured the wonderful views are retained.
The main three-acre garden to the north of
the house was developed from meadowland
and the rose growing fields.

When Catherine arrived the only garden was at the front of the Hall.
Within two years she had created the knot garden, its design based on the pattern of the
Hall’s 17th century leaded windows.
The site was further developed as a formal garden. Sheltered and south facing, it is now
home to Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’, ‘Chinensis Mutabilis’ and Climbing Tea rose ‘Souvenir de
Mme Leonie Viennot’ as well as Crinodendron hookerianum ‘Ada Hoffman’, Buddleja
colvillei and Cornus kousa ‘China Girl’.
ROSE COLLECTIONS
More than 200 varieties of old fashioned roses are located in the extensive grounds.
Dutton Hall has been awarded National Collection Status by NCCPG Plant Heritage, for
its collection of Rosa Hybrid Musk varieties bred by the Reverend Joseph Pemberton and
introduced by Pemberton and Bentall from 1912-1939. Within the garden there are plants,
registered under the Plant Heritage Plant Guardian Scheme, which are no longer available
commercially.
GARDEN FEATURES
Special “snail mound” viewing platforms, inspired by Lyveden New Bield
garden in Northamptonshire, provide elevated views of the garden at key
points.
Beauty has been crafted out of necessity; a pond created to drain the garden
has become a distinctive water feature with paths, inspired by landscape
architect Charles Jencks’ works , encircling it at rising levels.
The orangery, created from a disused cattle shippon, houses conservatory
plants including a selection of scented leaf Pelargoniums.
Numerous trees and shrubs provide autumn colour, shelter and height.

